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loverdale, known as Surrey’s historic heart and its first
town centre was settled in the 1870’s by homesteading
farmers and has roots tied to agriculture, logging,
transportation and civic administrative functions. One of these
early pioneers, William Shannon is credited with naming the
area Clover Valley inspired by the abundance of clover found
here.
By the early twentieth century the town featured railways, blacksmith shops, livery stable,
hotels , and other successful businesses including banks, auto garages, general stores and a
newspaper. Today this community manages to maintain its small town charm and is home to
a number of museums and heritage sites.
This guide is intended to give you the basic
information about some of the historical sites
in Cloverdale. The brochure begins with a
walking tour of downtown and is followed by
a few additional sites easily reached by car.
Many of the buildings on this tour have a
heritage listing yet now house the shops,
restaurants and services, helping Cloverdale
retain its unique character.

New Members always welcome.
The information in this publication is drawn
from many sources including:
Roger Bose - Jack Brown
Members of Surrey Historical Society
Surrey Archives
Surrey Heritage Services
Surrey History www.surreyhistory.ca
Canada’s Historic Places www.historicplaces.
ca
*B & W Photographs from the collection of
the Surrey Archives.
Note, the Archives collect & document
printed material, while the Museum exhibit
hard goods.
** Most Colour Photos Courtesy: Cloverdale
Magazine

Surrey Historical Society was incorporated in
1969 to promote interest in the heritage of
the city of Surrey; to identify and support the
preservation of historical materials, site and
structures pertaining to the people of Surrey,
especially those of early settlers; to support
research and documentation of Surrey history;
and to publish materials on Surrey’s history.
http://www.surreyhistory.ca/surreyhistsoc.
html
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jump ship and careful to avoid a search party,
they traveled east by foot, crossing the Fraser
River and making their way to Mud Bay. Here
they split up and Eric found a place along
the Nicomekl River to undertake the task of
erecting a cabin from hand-hewed logs. After
he married Sarah Morrison in 1879, they built
a larger farmhouse and used this cabin for
livestock. The cabin was donated to the City
of Surrey in 1970 by the owners of the farm
where it was located.

#1 SURREY MUSEUM **

17710 56A Ave
The museum tells Surrey’s story with an
extensive collection of artifacts representing
First Nations and early pioneer life, along
with the development of the local industries
of logging, agriculture and transportation.
In addition to the permanent collection, the
museum offers traveling exhibits from across
Canada.
As well as preserving history, the museum
offers programs for all ages including school
programs, family activities, special events and
public lectures.

#3 CENOTAPH **

Located in Heritage Square between Museum
and Archives The original granite cenotaph
located on the west side of the current
Archives was unveiled in 1921. It was
designed by Municipal Clerk, Mr. Clair Lemax
and built by municipal staff to honour those
who fell in the Great War of 1914-1918.
The original monument held a German
field gun, which was sold for scrap at
the beginning of World War II. During
the late 1950’s it was moved to the
Cloverdale Fairgrounds and remained
there until 2004. It was refurbished,
moved to its current location and rededicated in 2006. The monument was also
modified to provide memorials for World
War II, Korea and Peacekeepers. The statue
“Kneeling in Remembrance” recognizes not
only those lost in battle, but also those brave
souls who fought, and then returned to a
world much different than the one they had
left to do battle. Thousands return each Nov.
11th to pay respects to relatives, friends, and
those whom they never knew.

#2 ANDERSON CABIN **
Located
entrance

at

Museum

This relocated cabin was built c.1872, and
as such is documented as Surrey’s oldest
remaining building and shows how primitive
living conditions were for pioneers. Eric
Anderson made his way to Canada from
Sweden on a whaling ship under a strict Captain
and unbearable conditions. Somewhere in
the Burrard Inlet, as the ship’s carpenter, he
was sent ashore with two other sailors to cut
timber for repairs to the ship. Intending to
4

This replica of the Cloverdale station of
the B.C. Electric Railway was re-built in its
original location from historical records

#4 1912 MUNICIPAL HALL BUILDING

17671 56 Ave.
Surrey’s Municipal Hall built in 1912 using
locally manufactured brick, has stood the
test of time and currently houses the City
Archives. For many years, all municipal
services operated out of this building at the
same time. The Clerk, School Board, Public
Works, Council chambers, Surrey Police and
jail were all located here as well as Health
and Welfare offices. After a new city hall
was built further west, the building was used
for a variety of functions including a public
library and later a Senior’s Centre before
becoming home to the Surrey Archives
which houses the historical records of the
city. In addition, a reference library contains
newspapers, photographs, maps, directories
and publications dealing with local and
provincial history. “Many oral history tapes
are on file for research”. These invaluable
records are available by visiting the Archives
or by searching online data bases.
www.surrey.ca/heritage

during 2012 and completed in April 2013 by
the Fraser Valley Heritage Railway Society.
The FVHRS now operates BCER 1225, a
restored BC Electric interurban car that used
to run between Steveston and downtown

Vancouver. At present, BCER 1225 operates
between Cloverdale and Sullivan. Plans are to
extend the route west as far as Scott Road.
BCER 1225 runs on a portion of the original
and existing track that went from Vancouver
downtown through New Westminster to
Chilliwack, a passenger and freight service
which began in 1910. Dedicated FVHRS
volunteers worked over 20,000 hours to
restore BCER 1225 to pristine condition.
BCER 1225 is now valued in excess of one
million dollars. The FVHRS offers rides to
the public on weekends during the summer
and early fall. Volunteers are currently
restoring a second car, BCER 1304, known as
the “Connaught” which is the only Chilliwack
car to survive. The Connaught is named after
the Duke of Connaught who made an official
visit to BC as Canada’s Governor General in
1912.
For further information on the society visit
www.fvhrs.org

#5 FRASER VALLEY HERITAGE RAILWAY
CLOVERDALE STATION **
No. 10 Highway at 176A St.
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with stucco, it was more imposing than the
other wooden clad buildings on this street.
The bank leased out half of the building
to Pemberton & Sons Insurance. The bank
occupied this building until it moved to larger
premises in 1958. This heritage building still
has some of the original glass in the windows
and has been used for a variety of commercial
purposes.

#6 DANN’S ELECTRONICS

5657 176 St.
Constructed in 1920 this building was the first
Royal Bank in Cloverdale. As was common,
a suite of rooms on the second floor were
used as living quarters by branch staff. When
banking competition arrived, the Royal Bank
leased this building out as a Liquor store from
1923-1931. Business boomed, as Prohibition
was in force in the U.S. Local businessman
Ernest Dann who had operated a bicycle
repair and radio shop next door, bought the
building in 1931. The business became a
family business, as son Alan Dann took over
in 1973. In its heyday, Dann’s sold radios,
televisions, bicycles, phonograph records,
and household appliances. The business was
closed and the building sold in 2013, thus
ending 82 years of the continuous family run
business.

#8 H.V. PARR GENERAL STORE

5699 176 St.
In 1904, Henry Parr opened a general store
at this location. In order to serve the needs
of a growing community, the shelves were
well-stocked with preserved and fresh foods,
clothing and all varieties of household items.
As his business grew, Parr also opened stores
in Hazelmere and Aldergrove. In 1928 Parr
sold this store which then changed hands a
number of times continuing to selling general
store items until 1956. The property was later
sold to the Canadian Bank of Commerce
who constructed the present day building
which now houses Scotiabank.

#7 BANK OF MONTREAL

5679 & 5683 176 St.
The Bank of Montreal, the first bank to open
in Surrey, constructed this building in 1912.
It is one of the oldest surviving commercial
buildings in Cloverdale. Built with locallyproduced bricks which are now covered
6

years and the town’s fire siren was located on
top of the garage. When traffic was diverted
away from downtown Cloverdale, the building
was converted to other commercial uses.

#9 SURREY LEADER BUILDING

5709 176 St.
Built by Charles & Ed Hamre in 1925, and
leased to Charles & Rose Staley as a restaurant
and bakery. Daughter Rose Staley married
Harry Parr, son of pioneer merchant H. V.
Parr. The building was sold to Sid Saunders,
who operated a chicken hatchery. In 1945,
it was purchased by G.W.A. Smith for the
expanded operations of the Surrey Leader
Newspaper which was published here until
1983.

#11 MOORE HOTEL

5735/5737 176 St.
Construction date unknown. Hotel with
restaurant was built by Arthur and May Moore
to serve transient workers. It was built on the
site of a former hotel and livery stable owned
by the Fornier family which had burned
down. Following the death of Mr. Moore,
the building was sold to Margaret (Mrs. Sid)
White, so the building is sometimes referred
to as the White Hotel.

#12 DUCKWORTH’S STORE
5741 176th Street

#10 HIGHWAY GARAGE

5723 176th Street
Built in 1919 as a livery stable, within a year
this building was acquired by Charles Hamre
and Frank Carmichael who converted it to a
garage in response to the needs created by the
increasing use of automobiles. In 1923, the
Pacific Highway was completed along 176th
Street, increasing traffic and the demand for
both petroleum products and repair services.
In 1938 Carmichael sold his shares to Hamre
who then went into partnership with his
brother Edmond. Both Hamres served as
Cloverdale Fire Chiefs with Ed taking over
when Charles died. Ed served for almost 30

Constructed in 1929 it was owned and
operated as a hardware store by Flanagan
and McKay. In 1934 it was purchased by Mr.
Duckworth who opened a dry goods store.
Originally a small shop with a room at the
back for the clerk to live in, it underwent a
number of upgrades and expansion.
Duckworth’s also operated a second store in
Langley.
7

#13 CLOVA THEATRE

5732 176 St.
Spearheaded by local resident Frank
McKinnon, and financed by bonds put up by
local residents, the theatre opened in 1947 with
Mr. Lester Toffee as manager. Prior to the
opening of this first movie theatre in the area,
residents travelled to Langley or White Rock
to watch a movie. Younger movie goers often
peddled the distance by bicycle. The Grand
Opening on May 26, 1947 showed the movie
“Dead Reckoning” with Humphrey Bogart
& Elizabeth Scott. Arranged by the Junior
Chamber of Commerce, proceeds went to
the Surrey Memorial Hospital Society. This
charming single screen movie house being
run by Craig Burghardt since 1996, harkens
the moviegoer to reminisce on the past glory
of this magnificent jewel. Unfortunately, the
last film is scheduled to run in the summer
of 2014. Even though it will be the end of
an era, this heritage building will continue to
serve the community as a venue for various
events.

#15 CLOVERDALE LIBRARY 1954-1976
17636 58 Ave

Public Library service came to the communities
of the Fraser Valley in 1930, when with
funding from the Carnegie Corporation
of New York, a project was undertaken
to serve the rural populations of the area
through the creation of a library district
made up of twenty-four separate governing
units. Service was to be provided through
a combination of community libraries and
scheduled stops of a book van. Surrey was
one of these original member municipalities
and in November, a library opened in a tiny
rented wooden structure. This inadequate
facility was replaced by another which served
from 1941-1954. This third library building

#14 CLOVERDALE UNITED CHURCH

5757 176th St.
Built as a Methodist Church in 1891, this
building stands out with its high peaked
roof above newer false front additions.
Amalgamated into the United Church in
1925, the congregation used this building
until a new church was built in 1950 on 58A
Ave. The building was pressed into service
as a Canadian Legion, after a legion fire and
over the years, it has been used by a number
of retail businesses. The original bell tower
was removed.
8

which opened in 1954 continues to house
City services.
In 1976, the library moved into the 1912
Municipal Hall Building.

#16 CLOVERDALE LIBRARY

5642 176A St. 1988 - present
Surrey withdrew from the Fraser Valley
Regional Library System to create its own
independent municipal library in 1983. By
this time the 1912 building was too small
so the library made yet another move in
1988, this time into its current location, the
renovated former Justice Building. This twostory modern facility is located in the heart
of Cloverdale in an ideal location close to the
Museum and Archives.
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Driving Tour

completed the home and resumed his duties
as Medical Health Officer and served until his
death in 1951.
During World War II his energies were taxed as
he was the only doctor serving the population
of Surrey. In addition to serving his patients
he gave lectures on first aid and civil defense.
Traveling around Surrey with a horse and

The following sites are important Cloverdale
landmarks near the historic downtown area
but require a car to access.

#17 RESIDENCE AND OFFICE OF
DR. FREDERICK SINCLAIR

17725 58A Ave.
Dr. Frederick Sinclair was born in New
Brunswick and came to Surrey as a young
doctor in 1911 to assume the medical practice
of Dr. Sutherland. In 1913 he was appointed
Surrey’s Medical Health Officer before serving
in the Canadian Army Medical Corp during the
First World War. Before going overseas, Dr.
and Mrs. Sinclair began construction on this
home which is an example of a Foursquare
style dwelling. In 1919 he returned to Surrey,
10
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buggy in the early years, he faced all the
challenges of a rural doctor and was always
there when needed. In addition to serving
the busiest and largest territory of the lower
mainland he visited each school in the district
providing annual health exams for the
students.
This home was originally built in the vicinity
of the current museum and was later moved
to this location.

Road on land acquired from an early settler,
Abraham Huck. It was moved to its current
location in 1938 and became Surrey’s first
Museum. It now sits inside a later building
and houses the B.C. Vintage Truck Museum.
This original town hall, with its distinctive
cedar shingle roof, and vertical clapboard
gable end siding, stands out among newer
additions and original interior and most
of the exterior can still be observed. The
BC Vintage Truck museum is home to a
collection of vehicles originally put together

#18 1881 TOWN HALL

B.C. Vintage Truck Museum
6022 176th (entrance off 60th Ave.)
Surrey’s first Town Hall built in 1881 and
in use until 1912. It was originally located
approximately one mile northwest of
Cloverdale in an area known as Surrey Centre
across from Christ Church on Old McLellan
11

by the King family and later donated to the
Teamsters before the Surrey Heritage Society
took possession and opened this museum
in 2013. For more information visit www.
bcvintagetruckmuseum.org

Grocery store in 1951. The hall was moved
to the west on land adjacent to the Cloverdale
Ball Park. This building was once again
moved, and is now known as the Beaver Hall,
used by the Surrey Beavers Athletic Club.
The original wood siding has been covered
with stucco. .

1881 Town Hall in current location
Town Hall in original location in Surrey
Centre (see #22)
The idea of surrounding the original Town
Hall with new construction was undertaken
as a BC Centennial project in 1958. However,
it did not open as a civic museum until 1963
after first being used by the RCMP and
Magistrate’s Court.

#20 BOOTHROYD HOUSE

16811 60th Ave.
After acquiring 160 acres in this area which
was to become known as Surrey Centre,
pioneer settler George Boothroyd built
this home c. 1875. When the home was
completed he moved in with his family of
twelve and became one of the first families to
settle here. As the oldest building in this area
it is a valuable link to Surrey’s early history.
In addition to farming, George Boothroyd
was an active community member serving
on the Municipal Council as well as the first
School Board. His home became the hub of
many community activities and also served as
a local post office. As did many families in
the area, they took in boarders to supplement
their income and the Boothroyd home
became a home away from home for many
Surrey Centre school teachers.

#19 ODD FELLOWS HALL

17395 57 Ave.
Chartered in 1891, by the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, a fraternal Lodge, it was
built to replace an earlier hall that had been
destroyed by fire in 1904. Built in 1904, at
5794 176 St., the Lodge provided sickness
and death benefits to its members in addition
to carrying out various community services.
It was rented out for numerous events and
hosted weddings, banquets and other social
events. The Lodge continued to operate
until 1986. The property was sold to B. & K.

#21 ANGLICAN CHRIST CHURCH AND
CEMETERY

16631 Old McLellan Road
This was the first church of any denomination
built in Surrey. Prior to this the first settlers
worshipped in private homes and in the first
12

THANKS TO OUR
SPONSORS
CLOVERDALE LIONS

18571 56th Ave. Cloverdale
604-250-6732

CLOVERDALE MAGAZINE

Your best source for Cloverdale
604-574-7919 cloverdalemagazine.com
Town Hall. When Reverend William Bell
arrived in the parish he organized a building
committee of prominent local pioneers.
The land was donated by Abraham Huck
one of the area’s first settlers. It is an early
example of an Arts and Crafts variation of
Gothic Revival. The church continues to be
used for weddings and special services. The
churchyard and cemetery provide a variety of
headstones and monuments for many of the
area’s early settlers.

FRASER VALLEY
HERITAGE RAILWAY

Cloverdale Station, HWY 10 & 176A St,
Ph: 604.574.9056 www.fvhrs.org

HAMPTON INN & SUITES

19500 Langley Bypass, Surrey, BC
(604) 530-6545 hamptoninnlangley.com

MALARY’S FASHION NETWORK
5755 - 176th Street
Cloverdale, BC V3S 4C5
Tel: 604.574.6402 malarys.com

MACMILLAN TUCKER & MACKAY
5690 176A St, Surrey, BC V3S 4H1
Ph: 604.574.7431
macmillantuckerandmackay.ca

MASON’S CLOVERDALE HOME
FURNISHINGS

#22 SURREY CENTRE CEMETERY

16647 Old McLellan Rd.
This 14 acre cemetery was established by the
Methodist Church and acquired by the City
in 1924. It was added to Surrey’s Heritage
Register based on its historical, cultural and
natural significance. It features the graves
of many prominent pioneers and is also
noted for its many unique specimen trees.
The nearby Schara Tzedeck Cemetery to the
north serves the local Jewish Community.
Looking directly across Old McLellan Road,
is the site of the original Town Hall (see
#18).

5765 176th St., Cloverdale
604-576-6011 • masonsfurniture.com

MICHAUDS SALON
& WELLNESS CENTRE

5642 176th St., Cloverdale
604-554-7889 • Michauds.com

CLOVERDALE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Shell Busey’s HouseSmart
Home Services
www.askshell.com

ZAPPONE TRUCKING

18571 - 56th Ave
Cloverdale, BC V3S 1E7
Ph: 604.574.4680 Cell: 604.250.6732

Cloverdale developed as
a north-south community
along the tracks of the New
Westminster Southern Railway.
The town developed south of the
intersection with McLellan Road.
The NWSR Station was located
across the road and slightly south
of the Starr Hotel. Clover Valley
Road ran north-south and the
business community located on
the west side of the road and
railway. The three intersecting
railways and designation of
Clover Valley Road as the Pacific
Highway stimulated the growth
and development of Cloverdale.
She became the hub centre in
Surrey with its administrative and
commercial activities.
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Visit Historic Cloverdale
The Past and Future Lives Here!

CLOVERDALE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
5748 - 176 St, Surrey, BC V3S 4C8 • 604-576-3155
www.cloverdalebia.com

Visit The

BC Vintage Truck Museum
6022 176 Street Cloverdale
•••

Open Saturdays 10am – 2pm
Admission by Donation
•••

Phone 604-372-4093
www.bcvintagetruckmuseum.org

